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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 3-5, 12-14, and 18-40 have been examined and remains 
rejected due to new grounds of rejection. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 12-14, and 18-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 

3. This is a FINAL rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

4. Claims 1, 3-5, 12-14, and 18-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Philyaw. (US 6,725,260). 

As per claim 1: 

Philyaw disclose a method of preventing piracy of a given software 
application comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of each 
software application; [col. 8, lines 56-62 and col. 17, lines 48-50] 
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installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's 
computer; [col. 13, lines 54-58] 

configuring the software application to require service data to activate at 
least part of its functionality; [col. 27, lines 13-15] 

requiring a user to enter into the user's computer identifying data that 
identifies the user; [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 14, lines 15-21] 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communication 
network to a remote service system, the user data being derived, at least in 
part, from the unique identification code; [col. 14, lines 33-35 and col.28, 
lines 14-15] 

archiving user data received from the user over the communications 
network in a data storage element of the remote service system, said remote 
service system being connected to said communications network and 
designated to receive said user data; [col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24] 

comparing received user data for each unique identification code with 
previously archived user data corresponding to the same unique identification 
code to determine whether said user is pirating said software application; 
[col. 18, lines 37-42] 

selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said 
remote service system when said remote service system determines that said 
service data should be transmitted, said user's computer being connected to 
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said communications network and designated to storably receive said service 
data. [col. 13, lines 55-66 and col.28, lines 29-44] 

As per claim 3: See col. 14, lines 33-35 and col.28, lines 14-15; discussing 
the unique identification code that identifies said software application installed 
on a data storage element of the user's computer. 

As per claim 4: See col. 12, lines 58-65 and col.14, lines 15-21; discussing 
user data includes identifying data that identifies the user. 

As per claim 5: See col. 17, lines 49-50 and col. 18, lines 49-52; discussing 
user data includes product information relating to said software application 
installed on the data storage element of the user's computer. 
As per claim 12: See col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24; discussing service 
data is maintained in the data storage element of the remote service system. 
As per claim 13: See col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 13, lines 54-58; discussing 
service data comprises at least one program code sequence that activates at 
least part of the functionality of said software application stored on said data 
storage element of the user's computer. 

As per claim 14: See col. 7, lines 39-40 and col. 12, lines 5-6; discussing 
user data includes at least one program code sequence that results in a 
promotional message that may be displayed to the user. 

As per claim 18: See col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24; discussing user data is 
derived at least in part from user data are stored on the data storage element of 
the remote service system. 
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As per claim 19: See coLll, lines 46-54 and col. 13, lines 38-40; discussing 
selectively transmitting service data is an uploading event in which service data 
is automatically transferred from remote service system and storably received 
by the user's computer system. 

As per claim 20: See col. 13, lines 38-40,62-65 and col.27, lines 34-35; 

discussing selectively transmitting service data is an uploading event in which 
service data is manually transferred from said remote service system and 
storably received by the user's computer system. 

As per claim 21: See col. 29, lines 24-35; discussing selectively transmitting 
service data is an downloading event in which service data is made available to 
said user from said remote service system, and wherein said user downloads 
said service data into the user's computer system. 

As per claim 22: See col. 13, lines 54-58 and col.27, lines 13-15; discussing 
the software application includes a program code sequence that identifies the 
software application stored on the data storage element of the user's computer 
system, the software application additionally being responsive to a second 
program code sequence that activates at least part of the functionality of said 
software application, and which is transmitted to the user's computer system 
via said communications network. 
As per claim 23: 

Philyaw disclose a system for preventing piracy of a given software 
application, said software application having a unique identification code 
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associated therewith, and said software application requiring service data to 
activate at least part of the functionality of said software application, said 
system comprising: 

a user computer system on which a user desires to operate the software 
application, said user system being connected to a communications network to 
transmit user data and to storably receive said service data, said user data 
being derived at least in part from identifying data entered by the user on the 
user computer system which identifies the user [col. 12, lines 58-65 and 
col. 14, lines 15-21], and being derived at least in part from said unique 
identification code; [col. 14, lines 33-35 and col. 28, lines 14-15] 

a remote service system connected to said communications network to 
storably user data transmitted over the communications network from the user 
computer system [col.26, lines 45-62] said remote service computer system 
transmitting said service data to, said user computer system over said 
communications network when it is determined that said user is not pirating 
said software application, [col. 18, lines 25-43 and col. 28, lines 25-60] 
As per claim 24: See col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24 and col. 18, lines 37- 
43; discussing the remote service computer system includes a data storage 
element for archiving user data for each unique identification code, wherein the 
remote service computer system compares user data received from the user 
computer system to user data previously archived by the remote service 
computer system relative to the same unique identification code, and wherein 
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the user data received by the remote service computer system is consistent 
with user data previously archived by the remote service computer system 
relative to the same unique identification code. 

As per claim 25: See coL12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24; discussing the service 
data is maintained by the remote service computer system in the data storage 
element used to archive the service data. 

As per claim 26: See col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 13, lines 54-58; discussing 

the service data consists at least in part of an activation code sequence to 

activate at least part of the functionality of the. software application. 

As per claim 27: See col. 11, lines 46-54 and col. 13, lines 38-40; discussing 

the service data is automatically transferred by the remote service computer 

system and storably received by the user computer system. 

As per claim 28: See col. 13, lines 38-40,62-65 and col. 27, lines 34-35; 

discussing the service data manually transfers the service data from the remote 

service computer system to the user system. 

As per claim 29: See col.29, lines 24-35; discussing the remote service 
computer system makes the service data available to the user from the remote 
service system, the user being able to download said service data into said user 
computer system. 

As per claim 30: See coL13, lines 54-58 and col.27, lines 13-15; discussing 
the software application includes a program code sequence that identifies the 
software application stored on the data storage element of the user's computer 
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system, the software application additionally being responsive to a second 
program code sequence that activates at least part of the functionality of said 
software application, and which is transmitted to the user's computer system 
via said communications network. 
As per claim 31: 

Philyaw disclose a method of preventing piracy of a given software 
application comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of each 
software application; [col. 8, lines 56-62 and col. 17, lines 48-50] 

installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's 
computer; [col. 13, lines 54-58] 

configuring the software application to require service data to activate at 
least part of its functionality; [col. 27, lines 13-15] 

requiring a user to enter into the user's computer identifying data that 
identifies the user; [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 14, lines 15-21] 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communication 
network to a remote service system, the user data being derived, at least in 
part, from the unique identification code; [col. 14, lines 33-35 and col.28, 
lines 14-15] 

examining user data received by the remote service system from the user 
computer to determine whether the user is pirating the software application; 
[col. 14, lines 15-36] 
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selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said 
remote service system when said remote service system determines that the 
user is not pirating said software application; and [col. 13, lines 55-66 and 
col.28, lines 29-44] 

storably receiving the transmitted service data within the data storage 
element of the user's computer to activate at least part of the functionality of 
the software application, [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 13, lines 54-58] 
As per claim 32: See col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24; discussing archiving 
user data received from users over the communication network in a data 
storage element of the remote service system. 

As per claim 33: See col. 18, lines 37-42; discussing the received user data 
for each unique identification code is compared with previously archived user 
data corresponding to the same unique identification code. 

As per claim 34: See col.7, lines 39-40 and col. 12, lines 5-6; discussing 
service data includes at least one program code sequence that results in a 
promotional message that may be displayed to the user. 
As per claim 35: 

Philyaw disclose a method of preventing piracy of a given software 
application comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of each 
software application; [coL8, lines 56-62 and col. 17, lines 48-50] 
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installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's 
computer; [coL13, lines 54-58] 

configuring the software application to require service data to activate at 
least part of its functionality; [col. 27, lines 13-15] 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communication 
network, the user data being derived, at least in part, from the identifying data 
that identifies the user [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 14, lines 15-21], and 
being derived, at least in part, from the unique identification code; [coL14, 
lines 33-35 and coL28, lines 14-15] 

examining user data received by the remote service system from the user 
computer to determine whether the user is pirating the software application; 
[col. 14, lines 15-36] 

selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said 
remote service system when said remote service system determines that the 
user is not pirating said software application; and [col. 13, lines 55-66 and 
col.28, lines 29-44] 

storably receiving the transmitted service data within the data storage 
element of the user's computer to activate at least part of the functionality of 
the software, [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 13, lines 54-58] 
As per claim 36: See col. 12, line 66 - coL13, line 24; discussing archiving 
user data received from users. 
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As per claim 37: See col. 18, lines 37-42; discussing the received user data 
for each unique identification code is compared with previously archived user 
data corresponding to the same unique identification code. 
As per claim 38: 

Philyaw disclose a method of preventing piracy of a given software 
application comprising the steps of: 

assigning a unique identification code to each authentic copy of each 
software application; [col. 8, lines 56-62 and coL17, lines 48-50] 

installing the software application in a data storage element on a user's 
computer; [col. 13, lines 54-58] 

configuring the software application to require service data, said service 
data being a necessary component to enable at least part of the functionality of 
the software application; [col. 27, lines 13-15] 

requiring the user to communicate user data over a communication 
network, the user data being derived, at least in part, from the identifying data 
that identifies the user [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 14, lines 15-21], and 
being derived, at least in part, from the unique identification code; [col. 14, 
lines 33-35 and col. 28, lines 14-15] 

examining user data received by the remote service system from the user 
computer to determine whether the user is pirating the software application; 
[col. 14, lines 15-36] 
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selectively transmitting service data to the user's computer from said 
remote service system when said remote service system determines that the 
user is not pirating said software application; and [col. 13, lines 55-66 and 
col.28, lines 29-44] 

storably receiving the transmitted service data within the data storage 
element of the user's computer to activate at least part of the functionality of 
the software application, [col. 12, lines 58-65 and col. 13, lines 54-58] 
As per claim 39: See col. 12, line 66 - col. 13, line 24; discussing archiving 
user data received from users. 

As per claim 40: See col. 18, lines 37-42; discussing the received user data 
for each unique identification code is compared with previously archived user 
data corresponding to the same unique identification code. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEYNNA T. HA whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3851. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday (7:00 - 5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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